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PRINCIPLES OF INE RIOR OR WHIDDEN ‘LIFE. 
No. XXL. 
SOME OF THE PRINCIPLES OF THE DOCTRINE OF FAITH. 


The true life of the soul is loye. But love has its conditions of existence, 
and rests ultimately upon faith, tis hardly necessary to say that futh, espe- 
clally in its connection with eae ‘al holiness, isa great subject, and is deserv- 
ing of attentive consideration ; but we shall not undertake, in the present 
article, to consider it in all its aspects. ft will probably aid us in understand- 
¢ the immense power of faith in its religious Operation, 1: We possess a cor- 
rect understanding of its power in its natural operation, And this is the 
object of the present article, viz., to illustrate some of the principles and ope- 
rations of religious faith in connection with those of natural faith. 

it will be noticed here, that we do nei confound together natural and reli- 
cious faith, as if they were one and thesame thing. Iti is true there isa com- 
mon nature in some respects; but the difie rence, nevertheless, is too grea 
not to he distinetly recognized. Weeonsider them, though closely connected, 
as evidently scparate, and shall remark upon them separately and in succes- 
SION. | 

tins. — We proceed then to say, in the first place, that natural faith is the 
gift of God in his natural and not in jis religious dispensation of things. In 
other words, natural faith is a principle of our nature. It isa principle which 
has its origin in our mental constitution, and is sustained by its appropriate 
laws. It is so intimately connatural to us,-and is so constantly operative, that 
we sometimes almost forget that we are possessed of such a principle; and 
we certainly have, in general, but a feeble conception of its immense influ- 
ence :—an influence which is felt at all tunes, in all situations, and among all 
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classes, A few brief references to the actual state of things will illustrate 
what we mean. | | 
The life of children, for instance, from the period of their infancy upward 
to the years of their departure from the parental home, is a life of rarrn. 
Not of religious faith, it is true; but still a life of faith, How does it happen, 
though they are entirely dependent for food, raiment and shelter, that they 
nevertheless have. no trouble, no anxiety on the subject? ‘The answer is, 
because they have faith. If it were not so, if they were deficient in faith, it is 


obvious they would be exceedingly wretched. But having entire faith in their | 


parents, that they will provide for their wants, sympathize in their sorrows, 


and protect them in danger, they remain in simplicity and quietness of spirit; 


and in the language of scripture, “are careful for nothing.” It was the know- 
ledge of this fact which influenced the Savior, — not exclusively, perhaps, but 
in part, — to direct Christians, so often and emphatically as he did, to become 
like little children. 
Again, the existence and the operations of natural faith are seen in the 
intercourse of man with man in the relations of life and in the transactions of 
business, So complicated are the relations of society, and so dependent is 
man on his fellow man, that it is difficult to see, if man bad not faith in others, 


how he could exist in the world for any length of time. Faith is the sup- 


porter of law and order; the basis of all contracts involving future liabilities ; 
the strong pillar of great civil and political associations. As soon as there is 
a cessation or general diminution of reciprocal confidence in the community, 


what perplexities arise in business! What confusion and weakness in the 


administrators of the law! What unavoidable and general ruin! 

We imay add further, that faith, in its natur al operation, is the stren oth of 
individuals as well as of communities, ‘The natural man is strong in natural 
faith. Whoexpects any marked and favorable results from the man who has 
no faith in himself, and no faith in the business he is engaged in? It is faith 
in himself, which gives the true energy to his efforts. Indeed, there is a 
well known law of our mental nature which shows that it must be so; viz., 
that, as a general rule, the power of the volition, or voluntary purpose, cor- 
responds, in any given case, to the degree of faith or belief which exists. If). 


2e for instance, we have absolutely no belief, or faith, that we are able to do a 


given thing, we shall find it utterly impossible to put forth a volition or fixed 
determination to do it: and in accordance with this view, if we have doubts 
of the accomplishment of an object — in other words, if our faith be weak, 
the decision which we form, the purpose of movement and action, will gen- 
erally be found to be proportionably inefficient. And hence it is a common 
artifice among men, if they wish to perplex and prevent the attainment of 
certain objects by others, to represent such objects as exceedingly difficult, 
and even unattainable, on the principle that in proportion as their belief in 
the attainableness of the thing is weakened, their purpose and effort to attain 
it will be less vigorous. And on the other hand, what prodigies have been 
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wrought by strength of faith, even natural faith! How many persons have 
been carried, by the mere energy of this inferior form of faith, through amaz- 


| ‘ing difficulties to the possession of natural and worldly objects! It was obvi- 


ously faith in the practicability of his plans, which supported the great Athe- 
nian orator through the immense difficulties of his position, and placed lim 


ultimately at the head of the commonwealth. It was faith, operating in con-— 


nection with other remarkeble elements of character, which carried the 
armies of Hannibal over the terrific barriers of the Alps. What sustained 
Columbus, in his vast and untried project of attempting to find a new world, 
but strong, unconquerable faith in the practicability of his object? Who 
would meet the scorn and criticisms of men; who would endure pains of 


_ body and mind; who would undergo the perils of the ocean, the vicissitudes 


of climate, of hunger, thirst and nakedness, for the attainment of an object 
which he believed to be impracticable, and, in regard to which, therefore, he 


had no faith? But these things have been done; ridicule has been met; 


opposition has been braved; suffering, in all the varieties of its forms, has 
been endured; and that, too, calmly, patiently and triumphantly, when strong 
faith has been the soul’s support. It is faith which, in commercial enterprises, 
in inventions in the arts, in projects of remote discovery, in great social and 
political movements, makes men successful adventurers, discoverers, reform- 
ers, conquerers, martyrs. And if such are the marked results of mere natu- 
ral faith, what may we not expect from the more ennobling principle of reli. 


Srconp.— We proceed now to the other and more important view of the 


subject. Religious faith, that which enables us effectually to embrace Christ 
as our Savior, and God as our portion, is obviously not the natural inheritance: 


of’ man in his present fallen state, but is the special cift of God through the 


_ operation of the Holy Spirit. In its nature, that is to say, in its purely psycho- 


logical or mental development, it must be admitted that it appears to be and 
probably is essentially the same with natural faith; but it is modified and 
characterized by the important facts that it arises on its own peculiar occa- 
sions, that it has its peculiar and appropriate objects, and that it is of divine 
origin. Nevertheless it remains true, notwithstanding the important dis- 
tinction which has just been referred to, that religious faith, when once gra- 
ciously implanted in the soul, operates, in’ many respects, similarly or analo- 
gously to natural faith, observing the same general laws and characterized by 
the same general results. A few statements will indieate and illustrate some 
of the leading points of analogy between the two forms of faith, and will tend 
to throw light upon the subject of faith in general. 

J. In the exercise of natural faith in our parents, for instance, we have 
entire and unwavering confidence that they will be kind to us; that they will 
watch over us and feed us; that they will clothe us and shelter us. Our 
faith in them is so strong, is so exclusive of any uncertainty, that it practi- 
cally becomes moral certainty and knowledge. | We know that their country 
will be our country; that the hearth which beams for them wll shine also 
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for us; that the home which shelters them will shelter us. Where they go, 
we go; where thay lodge, we lodge. Religious faith, which has a different 


object, nevertheless operates anajogously. It attaches itself to God as its- 


object, and recognizes him as cur. Father. The object is changed; the in- 
ward operation of the principle is chiefly sustained by an imparted and gra- 
cious. efficacy ; but the manner of the operation and the result are the sane. 
Accordingly, when it is in full exercise, we trust, with entire assurance, all 


our interests in the hands of our heavenly Father; we resolve all secondary 
instrumentality into his instrumentality ; we rejvice in him in prosperity end | 
adversity, in health and in sickness; we take him as our all in all. 


2, Again. Natural faith operates, or “ works,” in the Scripture form of 
any thing else, holds 
the key that unlocks love’s golden fountain. Who can love another, except, 
perhaps, with that lower form of love, Which is synonymous with pity or 
sympathy, in whom he has no faith? Tfow soon does our love to a person 
to wliom we were once devotedly attached cease, when our faith in him 
ceases! No sooner is the confidence which we reposed in the person’s truth, 
honor, and other estimable qualities, taken away, than the love which rested 


upon it falls to the ground. And _ thus religious faith, sustained by the Holy 


Spirit, but operating in a manner entirely analogous, is undoubtedly the true 
basis of religions love. Without the key of faith, the fountain of divine love 
would not be opened in our hearts. It would be impossible. It is because 


we believe or have faith in God as just, benevolent and holy; as possessed of 


every possible pericction calculated to attract and secure our love, that we 
love him. And it is a great and important tr uth, as certain on natural prin- 


ciples as it is on Scriptural principles, that our love will rise and fall just in_ 


proportion to our faith, If our hearts are full of love to God at the present 
moment, and we should the next moment cease to believe in him as a God 
of truth, justice and goodness, our love would necessarily terminate at once. 


Such is the great law of our intellectual and moral being; and such is the 
doctrine of the Scriptures. 


3. We proceed to remark again, that the analogy or resemblance between 


natural faith and religious faith may be observed in another important partic- 
It is an important law of natural faith, that it acquires strength by 
repetition or habit. Of the existence of the law of habit, and of its extensive 


applications, probably no persons who are acquainted with the operations of 


the human mind will have any doubt: and in accordance with this law, every 
new exercise of confidence or faith in any one of cur fellow men, tends to 


increase the confidence or faith already existing. Religious as well as natu- 


ral faith may be increased by the same Jaw and in the same manner. In 
other words, every new exercise of faith in God and in his great precepts and 


_ promises, vibich is the true idea of religious faith, increases the strength of 


the principle of faith, This is, practically, a very important view; and espe- 
cially to those who are desirous of living, & truly holy life. 


Tam aware that 
the increase of religions faith, as well as its 


rigin in the first instance, is the 
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especial honor upon those who possess re ligious faith. 


vif of God. But God very properly requires us to observe the laws of our 
mental nature, and’ to do what it is our privilege to do. Accordingly the 
blessing of God, manifested in the increase of religious faith, seems to me, as 
a general thing, to conform to this view; and that those and those only who, 


in observance of the natural law, diligeritly exercise the faith they already 


have, can reasonably expect to have more, either by natural increase or by 
special grace. And, indeed, the doctrine which has now been advanced will 
apply to all the Christian graces, since God no where gives encouragement, 


so far as we can perceive, that he will add to the possessions of him who 


‘misimproves even his one talent. “For whosoever hath, to bim shall be 


given, and he shall have more abundance ; but whosoever hath not, niin him 


shall be taken away even that he hath.” Matt. xii. 12. 
4, We remark further, that religious faith, in perfect analogy to that which 


is natural, brings personal and mighty energy to its pos ssessor; and places } in 
his hand, in the sharp contest with sin and Satan, the shield of victory. It 


does this, among other things, and on the same principle | that natural faith 
does, by giving exceeding power to his religious volitions or determinations. 
The man who has no faith, is necessarily powerless. Le is smitten by the 


irreversible law of nature, as well as by the present and special frown of God. 
and impractica- 


He lies prostrate upon the ground, a mere imbecile, useless 
ble alike to good and evil; but he who has faith acts, and acts vigorously, 
Faith diffuses a calm but efte ctive energy through the whole man: especially 


is this true of' religious faith, He who has this faith, possesses the power of — 


adding the infinite to the finite. He relies on the divine promises, in the 
occasions on which they properly apply, as things in a pREsENY fulfilment; 
and thus incorporates with his own comparative and acknowledged weak- 
ness, the mighty energy of a present God, 
They, and they only, 

are his dear children. Their names are written upon his heart of infinite 
love. very element of his'‘nature is pledged in their behalf! And hence 
we should not be surprised, when we consider what power faith has in itself 
by its natural law, and that it takes hold of the infinite God, and enlists in our 
behalf his mighty heart of love, that the holy Scriptures are sprinkled over, 

as it were, with illustrations and declarations of the immense efficacy and of 
the wouderful tripmphs of this divine principle: — 


“Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees, 
And looks to that alone 5 
Laughs at impossibilities, 
And cries, 1f SHALL BE DONE.” 


-In conclusion, we have but one remark more to make, which seems to flow 
naturally out of what has been said. It is well understeod and admitted 
among the believers in present sanctification, that sanctification, as well as 
justification, is by faith, and that it can be in no other way. Now any erced 
or doctrine, which, either by direct assertion or by lnplication, makes pres- 


15 * 


And besides all this, God bestows | 


¢ 


a 
Lek 
} 
‘ 
5 
v | 
1 
; 
J 
i 
' 
é 
’ J 
| 
| 
; 
+ 
‘ 


q 
wy. 
¢ 
al 
4 
oth 
} 
4 Ae 
: 
‘ 
q 
A 
4 
| 
j 
4 
“ae 
‘ 
4 
‘ 
: 
} 
= 
& 
4 
‘ 
¥ 
+ 
hd 
4 
4 
4 
‘~~ 
i 
“Ad 
; 
4 


=~ 4 


Guide to Christian Perfection. 


ent sanctification a practical impossibility, necessarily excludes and anni- 
hilates all faith which is appropriate to that particular result. And on the 
principles which have been laid down, he who has no faith in the present 


attainableness of sanctification, is necessarily deprived of the great source and — 


instrument of sanctifying power. He lies prostrate, overwhelmed, hopeless, 


Can it be surprising, then, that so many Christians live in a sort of hopeless 


‘bondage to sin, when the prevalent doctrine is, that present sanctification, or 


sanctification antecedent to the “article of death,” never has been and never 
will be attained? If we do not believe in the possibility of present sanctifi- 

cation, then we are not in a situation to put forth the fixed and irrevocable 
purpose or determination of mind which is requisite to a successful pursuit 
of it. Ifwe do not believe in the practicability and attainableness of present 
sanctification, then we cannot exercise faith in those important portions of 


the divine word which promise.it. And we see here an explanation, in part, 


at least, why a portion of the followers of Christ remain in great darkness 


and sorrow, and almost constantly under the dominion of sin, while others. 
operating on a different theological basis, and availing themselves of the 
mighty power of faith, mount upward to regions of inward light and life. 


POWER OF FAITH. 


[ Who, through faith, subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, sicp- 


ped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, cut 


of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to-fiight the armics of the 
aliens.” Heb. xi. 33, 34.] 


I sat me down in earth’s benighted vale, 
And had no courage and no strength to rise ; 
Sad to the passing breeze I told my tale, 
And bowed my head and drained my weeping eyes. 
But Faith came by, and took me by the hand; 
And now the valleys rise, the mgunteins | fall: 
Welcome the stormy sea! the. land! 
With Faith to aid me, I can conquer all, 
Faith lays her hand upon the lion’s ‘mane; 
Faith fearless walks within the serpent’s den ; 
Faith smiles amid her children round her slain 
When worlds are burning, cries, unmoved, a 
Yes, fam up, far upward on the wing ; 

The withered arm is strong, the br oken’ heart doth sing. 


Domestic and Religious Offering. 
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EXTRACT FROM FRANCIS DE SALES. 


Eicon |The author of the following extract was a very pious man, and. distin- 
| guished for his learning and.ability as well as his piety. Tis writings show 

that he was deeply interested in the subject of personal holiness. It is ploas- 
_jng to see how, under different forms of religion and under the most unpro- 


pitious circumstances, hearts that are truly sanctified to God, lear n to speak 
the same eet 


ON THE PEACE OF THE SOUL AND TRUE HUMILITY. 


There is nothing that gives us trouble and disquict but our 
SELF LOVE and SELF ESTEEM. If we have not a melting tender- 
ness of heart, or feeling sentiments, when we are at prayer, we 
fall immediately into sadness. If we mect with any difficulties, 
if any occurrence crosses our designs, we are presently excited, 
and exert all our strength to overcome those obstacles and rid 
ourselves of them; which cannot be done without hurry and dis- 
quiet. And whence comes all this, but because we would have 
every thing go smoothly according to our wishes, and, as it> 
were, by eating nothing but sugar; not casting our eyes on our 
blessed Jesus, who, prostrate on the earth, sweats blood with the. 
anguish he suffered through the agonizing combat, which he felt 
in his interior, between the natural aflections of the inferior part 
of his soul and the holy resolutions of the superior. Let us do 

three things and we shall preserve the peace of our souls. 

The first is, to have a pure intention to desire, in all things, 
the Honor and GLory of God. ‘The second, todo all we are able 

to attain thistend. The third, to fix this truth. j in our minds, that 
God is called the Prince of Peace; and that wherever he is mas- — 
ter, he settles a profound and total peace in the soul. It is true, 
indeed, that before he can establish this peace in any place, he 
raises a war there first, by stripping the heart and the soul of their 
most dear, familiar and customary affections ; such as an inotdi 
nate love of themselves, self reliance, self complacency, &c. Yet 
even in doing this, we find some degree of peace, by reason of 
our conformity to the will of God. 

Consider our dear Savior in the garden, and you will find that, 
to be the Prince of peace, is to preserve our peace in the midst 
of war, and to enjoy sweetness in the midst of the bitterest afllic- 
tions. ‘This will teach you that all those thoughts that cause in 
you disquiet and trouble of spirit, do not at all come from God, who 
is the Prince of peace, but are temptations of the enemy; and 


therefore you ought to restrain their motions and lake no notice 
of them. 
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We must in every thing and at all times live peaceably, and 


this both in sadness and in joy. Is harm to be shunned and 


avoided? Let us do it peaceably, quietly, and without disturb- 
ance. Is good to be done? Let us do that, too, peaceably ; 
otherwise we shall fall ito many faults, through precipitancy and 
too much haste. Nay, let us observe the same conduct even in 
our works of penitence, and perform them peaceably. 

As for humility, it makes our heart kind and sweet, both to- 


wards the perfect and the imperfect ; towards those by respect, 


towards these by compassion. Humility makes us also welcome: 
our sufferings sweetly, by knowing that we deserve them; and 


welcome those soods that befal us with a grateful reverence, by 
knowing that we do not deserve them at all. Exercise yourself 
then, very much in acts of humility aad of charity towards your 


neighbor, and be sure it will turn toa good account. When you 
find yourself sick or over-wearied, it must be your exercise to 
accept and love holy humility. By this means you will change 
the lead of your humility into gold; nay, into a more refined cold 


- than that of the most lively gaiety of heart. Do not give way to 


any complaining language, or say you are miserable, unfortunate, 
or such like, but avoid them utterly ; for they are the sallies of a 
heart too much dejected and overwhelmed with temporal afflic- 
tions, and are not so properly to be called impatience as murmur- 
ings against God, who tries you. 

‘Continue i in your humility, as in a kind of hatred its any self- 
excellence of your own; and be courageously and magnanimously 


humble in Him who placed the creat effort of his power im the 
humility of the cross. 


From the Congregational Observer. 


ENTIRE SANCTIPICATION. 


whet 


IT HAS BEEN ATTAINED. 


The common doctrine now prevalent i in the church } is, that no 
man ever did or ever will, during any period of his present life, 


| love God with all his heart, souland strength, and his neighbor as 


himself; that no man in es life ever is entirely eed from 
sin, even for a moment. 


My object in this number will be to show that this opinion is 


contrary to Scripture and to facts, and to the experience of cred- 


ible Christian witnesses, 
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It is not Incumbent on me to show that entire holiness has been 


uniformly retained to the close of life after it was attained ; bat — 


all that is necessary for me to show is that persons have cnjoyed 
a state of perfect love towards God and man, whether that state 


was of longer or shorter continuance ; that they have, by the 


srace of God, been brought into a state in which they loved 


God with all their hearts, and in which all sin was overcome. = It - 


will be nothing against my arcument for you to show that these 
persons did afterwards fall into some sin. All that is incumbent 
on me is to show that complete holiness has been attained ; that 
some persons have at times loved God with all their hearts; that 
they have served him with all therr mind and strength, according 
to the requirements of the law. | | 

1. The Scriptures expressly declare that Josiah served God 
according to the requirements of the law. 2 Kings xviii. 25, 


“ And like unto him was there no king before him that tarned 
unto the Lord with ell his heart, and wiih all his soul, and with 


all his might, according to all the law of Moses.” 

If this does not prove that Josiah did his whole duty, and was 
entirely holy at that time, then what language can show it? ‘The 
law required him to serve God with all his heart, and all his soul, 


and all his might, and this is just what he actually did. 


2. If Josiah did this, why should we doubt the testimony of 
uninspired Christians, who have been remarkably enlightencd by 
the Holy Ghost?) The pious Jolin Newton could say, ‘ ‘Phere 
are scasons when I love God with all my heart, and soul, and 


strength, and mind; and I long for the harp and tongue of an 


angel wherewith to express that love.” I repeat it, why should 


~we donbt the testimony of that eminent man of God? If he 


loved God with all his heart, and soul, and strength, then there 
were times when he ceased to sin and was entirely sanctified. 


3. Payson said, “1 think. the happiness I enjoy is similar to | 


that enjoyed by glorified spirits before the resurrection.” Again 


he said, writing toa sister, “ Were I to adopt tlie figurative lan- 


guage of Bunyan, I might date this letter from the land of Beu- 
lah, of which I have been for some wecks a happy inhabitant. 
The celestial city is full in my view, its glories beam upon me, 


its breezes fan me, its odors are wafted to me, its sounds strike 


upon my ear, and its spirit is breathed into my heart. Nothing 
separates me from it but the river of death, which now appears 
but as an insignificant rill, that may be crossed at a single step, 
whenever God shall give permission. ‘The Sun of righteousness 
has been gradually drawing nearer and nearer,*appearing larger 
and brighter as He approached, and now He fills the whole hem- 
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isphere, pouring forth a flood of glory, in which I seem to float 
like an insect in the beams of the sun; exulting, yet almost trem- 


bling, while I gaze on this excessive brightness, and wondering 


with unutterable wonder why God should thus deign to shine — 
upon a sinful worm.* A single heart and a single tongue seem 
altogether inadequate to my wants; I want a whole heart for 


every separate emotion, and a whole tongue to express that emo- 


tion.” Again he says, “ O what a blessed thing it is to lose one’s 


will; since I have lost my will I have found happiness. There 
_ can be no such thing as disappointment, for I have no desire but 
that God’s will may be accomplished.” Again, “I seem to swim 


in a flood of glory which God pours down upon me. Is it delusion 
which can fill the soul to overflowing with joy under such circum- 
stances? If so it is surely a delusion better than a reality. But 
no, it is not a delusion, I feel that it is not. I do not merely 
know that I shall enjoy all this, I enjoy it now.” — ; 

_ Now the question is not whether Payson himself called this 


state of mind entire sanctification, nor is the question whether he 


had great struggles with sin during his ministry ; we know he | 
had; but the question is whether he was sinning against God 

when he had such exercises, when he was “in the land of Beu- 
lah.” Was he sinning against God when his “happiness was 
similar to that enjoyed by glorified spirits before the resurrec- 
tion ?”’ when he wanted a “ whole heart for every separate emo- 


tion ;’ when his will was “lost in the will of God; when he 
was “filled to overflowing with joy?” If such a state was not 


entire obedience, what is? 


4. James B. Taylor said, “ My soul has drunk from the very 
fulness of God; I have had a peace running through my soul — 


which has been a continual feast. The Lord has given me power 


over the adversary, so that when he comes he finds nothing in» 
me; my body is kept under, so that my enemies do not triumph 
over me. Perfect love seems to be the ruling principle in my 


soul; so that I enjoy'a little heaven to go to heaven in. The 


23d of April last will ever be a memorable day to me. ‘ ‘The 
kingdom of God, which is righteousness, peace, and joy in the 


Holy Ghost, was then, if ever, set up in my heart. And I have 
no reason to doubt. My experience has been so diflerent from 


what it was before, and accordant with those who enjoy the bless- 


ing, and with the Scriptures, that I have concluded and do still 


believe, that my soul enjoys the blessing of full redemption. My 
mind loves to dwell upon this delightful theme — holiness. It 1s 


* Not that he was full of sin then. 
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a blessed doctrine. Ah! why did I not come to possess it before ? 
Why ?. because, like many other professors of religion, I have 
looked for a death purg satory—not believing that “the ‘Hood of 
Christ and not purgatory cleanseth from all sin. This is in the 
present tense :. it is sufficient now ; and the Lord has proved to 
mea full, a complete Savior. But shall I stop here? By no 
means. ‘There is no perfection except the absolute perfection of 
God, which does not admit of increase. Othe height, and depth, 
and length, and breadth, of that which remains for sanctified ones 
to enjoy | The Lord has greater blessings in store for me.” 
Again he says, ‘‘ Last nicht —O the precious season I enjoyed! 
[had a sacred nearness to God. O the sweet intercourse! My 


soul, my whole soul, was dissolved and melted in love. My cry 


was ‘indi IS, Lord, ENLARGE MY SOUL’ S CAPACITY, THAT I MAY LOVE 


THEE MORE. I feel, yes, I feel that | am cleansed. _ Lord, keep 


me clean.” 

Again he says, “ : However the world and devils may rage; yea, 
however some may question the attainability of perfect love, there 
are living witnesses of it. God is raising them up daily ; and 
methinks there will yet be scores where there is now one. I have 
fed upon the foretastes of his love. Ihave found my heart too 
contracted to praise and bless the God of my salvation as I would. 


[ could only say, Glory to God; glory toGod. Hallelujah to the — 


Lamb for ever. . Perrect LOVE FILLS MY sovL.” That ‘Taylor 
here bore testimony to his perfect holiness, no honest mind can 
doubt. And have we any reason to suspect the testimony of that 


eminent Christian? ‘The compilers of his memoir excluded this | 


testimony, because it favored the doctrine of entire holiness in 
this life. 


The letters from which these extracts were taken have been 


published in “ Zion’s Watchman,” the “ Oberlin Evangelist,” and 
other papers. James B. Taylor held the same views of holiness 
that “N. E. B.” is now spreading before the public. And Tay- 
lor believed that he attained to entire holiness years before his 
death. And it was very seldom that he was overcome by any 
temptation after he made that blessed attainment through divine 
grace. 

5. The Rev. William Tennent once retired to a grove during the 
intermission of public worship, and was so overcome by the man- 
ifestation of God’s presence, that he could not stand. His people 

found him and carried him to his pulpit, where he prayed that the 
glory might be so far withdrawn that he might have strength to 
address the congregation. And it is said of Mr. Tennent, that his 
mind was often so > filled: with God and heaven, that he eould not 
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180 Guide to Christian Perfection. 
think of his own wants; and his mind was so absorbed in heavenly 
contemplations, that he was insensible to:every thing else that 
passed. Now was Mr. Tennent sinning against God at such: limes? 
Did he not, like Josiah, at such times serve God with all his heart, 
and soul, and strength : > 

6. Such instances of entire holiness or perfect love are sus- 
tained in the Bible. 

i. It is recorded of Moses, that he spent forty days and fort ty 
nights in the mount in communion with God; so that when Mo- 
‘ses went down to ger with the people, he put a vail upon his 
face, because the skin of his face shone from the brightness of the 
manifestation of the divine clory to him. Was Moses sinning 
nr God during that time? 

_ It is said of Zacharias and Elizabeth, that “they were both 
before God, walking in all the commandmen: is and ordi- 
nances of the Lord blameless.” 
T'o walk with God is to obey God; to walk in his command- 
ments is to obey them. If to be righteous before God, and to 
obey all his commandments, and to be blameless in God’s sight, 
is not entire obedience, then language cannot express it. If they. 
sinned when they obeyed all his commandments, then sin must 

be something besides a transgression of law. 

- We do not say that Zacharias and Elizabeth did not sin afte: 
sii it may be they did. But were they sinning during that 
period when this testimony was given in reference to thelr “ char- 
acter: 

3. Paul says of himself, that he « save no otfence in any thing 
that he “wronged no man and corrupted no man;” that he 
“served God with a @ pure conscience ;” that his “ conscience was 

void of offence toward God and man.” He appealed to both 
God and man, that he was “holy, just, and unblamable.” He 
—“oloried only in the cross’ of Christ: by whem the world was 
crucified —or dead—to him, and he to the world.” 
If such language does not show that Paul lived without sin, 

then what language can? If to wrong no man, and corrupt no 
man, and to be holy, just, and unblamable before God, is not 
entire sanctification, then I cannot conceive of suchastate. The 
ith chapter of Romans, we will endeavor to show soon, was not 
Paul’s Christian experience: and even if it could be proved that 
Paul sinned after he gave such testimony in respect to himself, it 
would not make against my argument. | N. i. B. 
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Extract from Rev. W. P. R. 18] 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


LETTER FROM REV. W.P.R. 


Dear Br. Kive,— Agrecably to your request, I have concluded 


to spend a little time in writing for the Guide. [| want to say at 


Sag 


the commencement, that I feel myself treading on consecrated 


ground — engaged in a holy wark. ‘The very title of the pamph- 


let for whose | pages | write, reminds me of the responsibility of its 


correspondents. it purports not to point the sordid miser to the” 


way in which. he can acquire the riches of this world; it ts not 
designed to assist those who are aspiring after the olittering lon- 
ors af earth; it aims not to lead the student of science into those 


wonders of the universe upon which the minds of philosophers 
have dwelt with untiring zeal; but 1t assumes for its object, to be 


a Guide to Christian Perfection-—to point frail, guilty, con- 
demned sinners to the way in which they may be sanctified 


wholly; and their whole spirit, soul and body be preserved | 


blameless unto the coming of Christ. Glorious object! A work 


upon which angeis look with slowing interest! An object. 


which the Son of God left the slories of ‘heaven to accomplish! 
May the best of Heaven’s blessings rest on the eflort; and may 


the Church see and know by happy expericnee that the law of 


the Spirit ef life in Christ Jesus can make her f ‘ee from the law 
of sin and death. 

I suppose that those who vétid the pages of the Guide, expect 
to find food for their souls —they expect to find the way pointed 
out by which they may be filled with all the fulness of God. 


Hence, when writing for such readers, my heart goes out In carn- 


est prayer that I may have wisdom from on high to direct my 


thoughts and my pen, so that no soul may be misyuided by what 


I may write in reference to this subject. 
It is lamentable that. the subject of Christian perfection has 
interested so few of those who profess to have hopes big with 


immortality. It has often given my heart pain to see the indiffer- 


ence, and even burning scorn, which have been manifested by 
some professors of religion when the subject of entire sanctifica- 
tion is mentioned ; but | rejoice that many who have been preju- 
diced and opposed to this doctrine are now beginning ‘to lend a 
listening ear, and their hearts are beginning to feel the import- 
ance of possessing that holiness without which no man shall see 
the Lord. I confess with shame, that my own mind once turned 
away with fear or indifference from the thought of being entirely 
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sanctified in this life: but I bless the Lord that He removed blind. 
ness from my eyes, and that he now permits me to see a beaut 
in Christ as a Savior from all sin which I never before discovered. 
This is a subject of the utmost importance to every son and 
daughter of Adam. Dear reader, it demands your first attention 
and your most ardent prayers. ‘The question, “ How can [I be 
perfect, even as my Father which is in heaven is perfect,” ought to | 
be your most earnest inquiry. 
~The Lord willing, I will write for future numbers of the Guide, 
_a few articles in reference to this doctrine. - I shallaim not merely 
to affect the head but the heart. It is my prayer that truth may 
be presented, and that it may be the power of God to save from 
the dominion of sin. Will not you, dear reader, unite with me 
at a throne of grace in this petition? 


_ Yours in bonds of Christian love, OW.PLR. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection, 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 


Mussrs. Eprrors, — You can do what you think best with the 
following simple statement of my religious experience. — W hen 
i was a child I. think I experienced religion. I remember the 
strongest emotion of my mind then was love to God; and nothing 
made me so happy as to read and think about him. After a few 
years I began to love the friendship of the world; and my best 
efforts were directed to secure that prosperity which, seen in the 
distance, promised to render its possessor contented and happy: 
but that which, for many years I sought, I found not. 

About twelve years ago, the counsel of pious friends convineed 
me that it was my duty and privilege to make a profession of reli- 
sion, which [ did, without the same satisfactory evidence of m 
acceptance with God which I had several years before. — 28 

[ now concluded to use the means of grace, and be faithful and 
earnest in the performance of every known duty. I sincerely 
desired to learn the will of God concerning me, and prayed much 
for grace to love and serve him with my whole heart. [ could 
now speak with some confidence of the reality of religion ; could 
recommend it, and encourage and pray for those who were seek- 
ing after it. I continued in this way many years, striving to be 
and to live like the children of God; but could not for any time 
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feel exactly satisfied that I was in the “narrow way,” which, if I 
continued therein, would lead me to holiness and heaven. I 
could not find evidence to conclude that [did “ abide in Christ ;’ 
neither could I say, “The life that I now live [ live by faith on 
‘the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” It 
seemed to me the word of God promised. more than I accepted, 
cand required, something I did not render, though I knew not what 
it was. This unsettled state of mind often perplexed and dis- 
— couraged me, especially when I heard or read the testimony of 
those ‘who enjoyed perfect peace in believing, and the continual 
| __-witness of their acceptance with God. This I supposed was the 
privilege of every Christian, and I did not wish to be contented 
without it. 
About seven months aco,a meeting was in this 
place, when I concluded to seek diligently for a deeper work of 
srace. J wanted nothing so much as this, and was therefore 
willing to make any sacrifice i in order to Jearn my true condition 
and receive the grace that condition required; but [ had somany 
times resolved and acted with all the decision I was able, it seemed 
| vain and useless to think of succeeding in the use of the same 
‘means again. 

The remembrance of past unfaithfulness was at this time very 
painful to me; and the anguish that I felt on account of it, re-. 
ferred more particularly to a consciousness that my heart was not 

night with God, than the fact that my conduct was wrong; for || 
plainly perceived that if the heart was mght, if the love of God 
ruled there, the necessary consequence W ould be a holy example 
anda devoted life. 

But while reflecting upon the past, in connection with my pres- 
ent state, the thought of presuming still longer on a continuance 
of the same blessings and privileges I then enjoyed, and stil with- of 
hold or keep back any part of the price—to live without living a. 

wholly devoted to God —supposed a degree of guilt and ingrati- ee 
tude greater and more dangerous than all included my past 
life. I could not bear the thoucht of living any longer without a . Li 


consciousness that I gave my self unreservedly to God, and the. 9 
witness that for Christ’s sake the offering was accepted. Br. Av | Mt 
who labored for us during the mecting , spoke decidedly on the “y 
subject of holiness or sanctification, presenting this state of grace — A 
as the privilege of every believer in Christ. : ci 
While this doctrine was being presented and proved from the oth 
word of God, I felt a stronger desire for the witness of salvation, 
anda deeper conviction of the necessity of receiving it now. > 


= thought if it be possible for one so unworthy as my self, after so 
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result of future efforts be like those of the past? 


almost discouraged with myselt 


have no evidence that he answers my prayers. 
new communications of himself to me, and his wor dis all I have. 


ceive.” 


them.” 


of God has said ut ? 


_ Angs included in these precious promises, it Is simple and easy 
- indeed. But can this be the faith that asks and receives ; 
faith which God requires and accepts? 


things [ask for, because. God has said it; 
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long a time, to obtain the grace that gives the victory over the 


enemies within my own heart, | must and I will have it now, 


Coming to this decision the enemy immediately suggested, What 
can be. done now that has not often been done ; and will not the 
Fora day or 
of fearful suspense. At length, 

nd all that could be done for 
me, I concluded, these: are my last efiorts; if I fail of success 
now, I must conclude that I never can have what God has prom- 
ised. If I knew where I might find him, I would come even to 
his mercy seat. But [ am hot conscious of his presence, and 
He makes no 


two my mind was in a state 


to depend upon. His word does say, “Ask, and ye shall re- 
Lord, thou hast invited — “ Come unto me ; and him that 


cometh I will in no wise cast out.” And thy word has said, 


“Every one that asketh receiveth;” and also, “ When ye pray | 


believe that ye have the things | ye ask for, and ye shall have 
Now must I believe these. promises, and conclude that 
God does just as he says, only because they stand thus recorded 
in hisword? Shall I believe that he does now fulfil his promises, 
without a consciousness of their fulfilment? May I believe with- 
out evidence, or without any other evidence than this — the word 
If this is the way to receive the great bless- 


that 
Perhaps it 1s. And ag 
my best efforts soem. useless, I will just believe that I have the 
for can do nothing 


more. Thou hast encouraged me to pray, and promised to an- 
-swer. Thy word has said thou art faithful and just to forgive 


us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. ‘Thy 
word is true; I believe it; it is done. Yes, "Jesus has done all 
for me: and for his sake, on his account alone; thou dost freely 
sive. Now [am thy child. Jesus hath died to redeem me from | 
all my Iniquities. Why have I not believed thy word before? 
This is just what gees always wanted; and for years I have 
had the same evidence for believing that I now have, but never 
before trusted implicitly thine immutable word. | have read and 
earnestly prayed over these promises, perhaps a thousand times ; 
but while asking, was not expecting or believing that I did have 
the things that I ‘asked for, therefore did not have them. How: 
true and faithful is the word of God! Why are we so slow of 
heart to believe it! Our Savior has commanded, aay ing, When 
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ye pray, believe that ye have the things that ye ask for, and ye 
shall have them: it is even so. It is done to ts according to our 


faith; and whosoever will may come and ask and receive the 
grace that brings salvation. ‘The promises of the Gospel include 


just what we heed and must have now. in order to be safe and — 
“happy. They include salvation from sin, the gift of the holy 
‘Spirit, the peace that passeth all understanding, and the abiding 
presence of our Savior. The child and the: Wayfaring man 
(though a fool with respect to other things) may realize the en- 
joyment of these blessings, on the simple condition of believing — 


the record which God. hath civen of his Son: and he that belie#- 


eth hath the witness in himself that these promises are all yea and 


amen in Christ. When I first thought of believing, the thought 


appeared both presumptuous and foolish — too simple to be con- | 


sidered, For a moment [ would indulge the simple thought, the 


next moment reason it away: at last my mind balanced on the 


side of believing. I then thought this 1s believing and receiving, 


and it is believing without doing any thing else. “My mind then 


gradually settled down into a state of solid peace. f was not 
conscious that peace was communicated, but peace, and gladness, 
and gratitude, were the necessary and natural eflect of that act of 
faith. I had always supposed that when I obtained the grace I 


‘sought, it would be attended with some powerful emotion — some 


peculiar state of mind —and this would be in part the evidence 


that [ received the things Tasked for; but nothing of this was 


given. ‘The commands “the invitations and promises of the Gos- 


pel had been presented before us, and [ seemed reduced to the 


necessity of accepting and believing them without evidence, or at 


-Jeast without that kind of evidence I had always been expecting and 
waiting to receive. I had nothing but the word of God: and when 


I began to believe, it appeared to be a simple voluntary act of the 
mind — nothing more or less than trusting and depending en- 
tirely on his promises. It was what I might have done before, 


and what any one may do who believes that Jesus is the Son of. 


God, and able to save to the uttermost all that come unto God by 


| him; I now read the Bible with deeper interest than ever before, 


because I learn here what I must do, and also what God will do 
for me. The salvation of the soul is of so much consequence to 
me, that I dare not depend upon the opinions or counsel of oth- 


ers, or be led by the influence of any other book. ‘This word is_ 
now my refuge, my support and defence. It has led me to the 


Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins of the world: and in 
believing and ‘obeying it, I feel a sweet and dehghtful assurance 
that God is conforming me more and more to the image of his 


‘ 
> 
i? 
. 
‘a 
| 
} 
4 
; 
| | 
{i 
2 
| | 
if 
3 
, 
4 
> 
ber. 
Re ‘ 
% 


186 | Guide to Christian Perfection. 


Son. He does not seem to communicate any thing separate from 
himself, but, as it were, acts with the understanding — bringing 
the whole mind into subjection to his perfect and blessed will. 
| Huupau Rose. 
Cortlandville, Jan. 28, 1843. | 


EXTRACT FROM THE MEMOIR OF WM. CARVOSSO. 


I have sometimes. had seasons of remarkable visitation from the 
presence of the Lord. I well remember on one occasion, while 
paying a visit to my Camborne friends, I was one night in bed, 
so filled, so overpowered with the glory of God, that, had there 


been a thousand suns shining at noonday, the brightness of that 


divine glory would have eclipsed the whole! I was constrained 


‘to shout aloud for joy. It was the overwhelming power of saving 


srace:x Now it was that I again received the impress of the seal, 


and the earnest of the Spirit, in my heart. Beholding as in a 


glass the glory of the Lord, I was changed into the same image, 


from glory to glory, by the Spirit of the Lord. Language failsin 


giving but a faint description of what I then experienced. I can— 
never forget it in time nor to all eternity. Many years before, 
perhaps not fewer than thirty, I was sealed by the Spirit in a 


somewhat similar manner. While walking one day between 


Mousehole and Newlyn, I was drawn to turn aside from the pub- 
lic road, and under the canopy of heaven kneel down to prayer. 
I had not long been engaged with God, before 1 was so visited 
from above, and overpowered by the divine glory, that my shout- 
ing could be heard at a distance. It was a weight of glory that I 
seemed incapable of bearing in the body, and therefore cried out, 
(perhaps unwisely,) “ Lord, stay thine hand!” In_ this glorious 
baptism, these words came to my heart with indescribable power: 
‘| have sealed thee unto the day of redemption.” 

Giving glory to my God, I can say to the present moment, I 


_ feel the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth me from all sin. I am 


become a living temple, glorious all within. - Ican now love God 
with all my heart, with all my mind, and with all my strength. 
My inward heaven of joy and peace was, I think, never so great 
as of late. O Lord, help me to make some suitable return of love 


and gratitude! O stupendous redeeming grace! Feelingly can 
I sing this verse ;: — _ 
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“O Love, thou bottomless abyss! 
My sins are swallowed up in thee; 
Covered is my unrighteousness, 
Nor spot of guilt remains on me, 
While Jesus’ blood, through earth and kite, 
Mercy, free, boundless mercy, cries!” 


[In recording some of the preceding incidents, my father has 
anticipated the time. It appears that, in some instances, after he 
had made the first record, subsequent occurrences led him to make 
additions. ‘This is particularly the case in the interesting account 


of Mr. Robert Jose’s family, at T'eague’s Gate. My father hav-_ 


ing now finished his recollections, proceeds with his narrative, in 
the form of a journal. | 
— January 10th, 1817.—T have just returned from visiting the 


friends at Mabe. At the monthly meeting the Lord was with us 
of atruth, The testimonies which some bore to the oracious. 
efficacy of the all-cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, made my heart | 
leap for joy. Such humbling views had I of myself, such poverty 
_ of spirit, as I never felt before. These are profitable seasons, when — 


the soul is emptied of self and filled with the divine fulness. 
Glory be to God, my evidence was never brighter, my faith never 
stronger, than now. 


“Thee I can love, and thee alone, 
With pure delight and inward bliss ; 
To know thou tak’st me for thine own, 
O what a happiness is this! 1n\ 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


IN COURAGEMEN T. 


Br. Kine, — Permit me to say for your encouragement, that I value highly 


the Guide. I find in it spiritual refreshment; something on which to feast 
my soul. It is heart cheering to see so many come forth as witnesses of a 


present salvation; so many who seem indeed taught of God, children of 


light. No doubt many a heart as well as my own, finds its own feelings here 


drawn out better than he himself can express them. I find here much of 


instruction also; something to meditate upon, to study. The extracts are 
choice, and will bear reading again and again, ‘To find such a periodical as 
this, wholly devoted to the subject of holiness, is matter of great thankfulness 


to God. It tells of better times for the church. I have no doubt that this 
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little publication is exerting a great influence in bringing about a better state 
of things among Christ’s followers. I love to have the Guide by me to take 
up for devotional reading, and almost always find the gocd Spirit accompa- 
nies it. [now number three bound volumes, and wish to say to others, keep 
your Guides; have them bound, and you will find yourselves in possession 
of a valuable work, experimental and practical. The time will come when 
it will not be so easy to obtain them, and they will be found to be of un- 
-speakable value. There is no reading that benefits me so much as that 
which treats of the life of faith, and faith seems to be the living subject of 
this work — holiness by faith. I have been pained to see that some of your 
subscribers are in arrears. I do hope the command to “ render to all their. 
due,” will not be forgotten. Stop this publication, and our churches would 
sustain a great loss. Let all who love the cause of’ holiness feel a responsi- 
bility in behalf of this little work, and come up to its help; pay their sub- 
scriptions punctually : and let those who are able to write, feel the additional 
responsibility of sending some communications for the Guide. It is the 
cause of holiness, the blessed cause of holiness, in which we ask you to labor. ’ 
Who would not lend a helping hand ? 
q;, Yours an the bonds of holy love, | A SUBSCRIBER. 


EXTRACT FROM DR. PECK. 


Dr. Peck’s new work on Christian Perfection has just come to hand. It is 
for sale by D. S. King & Co., 1 Cornhill. 

We have not had time to peruse the work sufficiently to express our opin- 
lon of its merits; but from our knowledge of the author, we feel justified in 
Saying it must be able and will prove salutary, We select the following 
from his address to Christians professing sanctification, not as a specimen of 
the whole work, but for the benefit of our readers, ate 


The next advice I would give is, that you beware of spiritual 
By spiritual pride, I mean too high an opinion of your own 
piety and usefulness. You are imminently exposed to this tempt- | 
ation, from the circumstance that your character and_ professions 
will bring around you many persons who may be greatly your 
superiors In many respects, but who will often seek your advice 
and instructions. touching the way of holiness. Beware lest 
such instances should work upon your spirit—should give you 
high ideas of yourselves—should elevate you, in your own esti- 
mation, above your brethren. There may be many reasons for 
mortification and self-abasement of which you are not aware, and 
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Extract from Dr. Peck. 


there is imminent danger of suffering your zeal in the cause of 


holiness to degenerate into a desire for distinction and preemi- 
nence. Should you be taken by this snare of the grand adver- 


sary, you might be Jed on to affect eminent sanctity from selfish 
motives, and ultimately be left to fall and perish ! 
This. deadly foe to true Christian perfection, spiritual pride, 


sometimes developes itself in a kind of affected humility. All 
studied eftorts to show off our low views of ourselves— either 


a phraseology or a general bearing which evidently exhibits an 


effort to appear humble —is looked upon by the observing with 
distrust. A simplicity of manner, and an unaffected humility, 


which can only result from a thorough knowledge of ourselves— 
of our weakness, unprofitableness, ignorance and short comings — 
are the true ornaments of the Casale character ; and must not 
be wanting, especially in you. 

Beware of putting too much confidence in extraordinary man- 
ifestations. 

I would by no means throw doubt on such extraordinary 
instances of divine communications, and immediate answers to 


prayer, as are to be found } in the history of the religious experi- 


ence of some pious persons; nor would I lightly estimate such 


peculiar divine interpositions. But what [ would have you guard | 


against is, a notion that these things are always an accompani- 
ment of an eminent degree of Chiviatinn holiness. God was 


never prodigal of miraculous cifts, nor were these always the 


strongest evidences of deep communion with him. St. Paul 


‘supposes it possible to have a wonder-working fuith, and yet to 


be without charity. But the age of miracles “has passed away, 
and the holiest men and women upon earth are equally subject 


with others-to the ordinary laws of nature and prov idence, and | 


compelled to “walk by faith, not by sight.” We should remem- 


ber that the highest excellence, and the sum of all perfection, is 


love: to love God with all the heart is more to be desired than 
the power to raise the dead to life. ‘This is the true glory of the 


Christian character, and the most acceptable to God of all attain- 


ments which may be imagined possible, 

Beware of all extravagances in your religious exercises. 

1 would not discourage a Scriptural and reverent expression 
of feeling in your religious devotions — far from it; 1 would 
encourage and urge this as a duty, as well as a privilege. But 
all wndue and overstrained eflorts-of the voice —all uncouth 
contortions of the body —any thing in ‘gesture or language cal- 


culated to excite ludicrous emotions or to bring religion in vene- 
ral, or Christian perfection in particular, into contempt, ‘ducal ne. 
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carefully avoided. Every one knows well the difference between 
true religion and extravagant muscular exertion. No one ever 
understood this better than did Mr. Wesley himself, and no man 
ever spoke more decidedly and scripturally upon the subject than 
he did. Labor always to feel chastened, ‘fervent, holy emotions, 


and your outward expressions will be decent, grave and impres- 
sive. You will be likely to give no ofience to good taste, and 
to give no occasion to the devil to bufiet you. ‘True devotional 


feeling is the result of divine influence, and is not to be got up 
by physical efforts. Prayer and faith — wrestling with God — 


is the appointed way to the inner sanctuary of deep communion 


On all proper occasions communicate to your brethren what 
God has done for you. 


The lamp of holiness is not lit up to be put under a bushel, — 
but to be set up in a prominent place, that it may give light to. 


all around. Nor is there any reason why God should not be 
glorified in this great and precious gift, in the same manner that 
he isin the lower degrees of grace. But I say on all proper 


occasions, and not on all occasions indiscriminately. And as to 


what are proper occasions, you must generally judge for your- 


selves. It is easy to see that it would not be proper to speak of 
your attainments in this respect in the presence of a mixed as- 
sembly, where there are many who would not be edified, but, on 
the other hand, would be scandalized or offended by it: nor would 
it be proper to do so in conversation with scoffers, or cavillers, or 


any of the various classes of opposers of the doctrine of Christian 


perfection. And it is equally easy to see that it would be proper 
to give an account of your experience of this blessing in select 
meetings of Christian brethren, and in conversation with such as 
are Inquiring anxiously after the truth, and are prepared to listen 
to your relations with candor, and to profit by your experience. 


And this is all, perhaps, that it is necessary or would be proper 


for me to say upon this point. It will often require much wis- 


dom to determine when to speak and when to keep silent upon 


the subject. This wisdom is to be gained by experience and 
observation, and he who has the most of it will be likely to ren- 
der most service to the cause of holiness. 


iindeavor to preserve a perfect consistency between your pro- 
fessions and practice. | 

You profess to love God with all your heart. Think, O 
think, what high expectations this profession raises in the church ! 
If how you are unsteady in your religious course —if your life 
18 defective in the savor of piety —if you are not always pre- 
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Sacred Meditations. 


ared to make oreat sacrifices, and to perform great labors, for 
the honor of Christ. and salvation of men, how sad will be the 
disappointment! Do not suppose that your personal enjoyments, 


be they ever so genuine, will be accepted instead of active zeal 


in all the great duties of religion. You must not live for your-. 


selves alone; you must live for Christ — you must live for the 
~ church — you must live for the world. Christ, the chureh, and - 
the world, unite in laying these claims, and in “your professions of 


perfect love you acknowledge their cquity. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
SACRED MEDITATIONS, 
NEAR THE CROSS. 


Hors would I inks my stand. Here I gain a correct view of 


my lost state and of the way of recovery. It is here 1 see how 


God can pardon and save me. It is here I feel I am saved. 
While I look in faith, the blood of Jesus flows, washing away my 
sins.:> Remaining here, my soul is humbled. How can it be 
otherwise? I am saved, not by any merit of my own, but alone 


by faith in Christ. ‘Here [learn to mortit y my sins, those sins 


which called the Son of God from heaven to suffer aiid to die. 
Iiere [ learn crucifixion to the world; that sinful world, that thus 
abused and set at nought my Savior. Hiere I learn to bear 
reproach and shame, to ‘submit even unto death, rather than to 
revile again. 


Close by the cross, with the cross sia in view, would [ remain 


while I live; and dying, let me sce the cross, sce it in faith, and 
all is well. O how calm, contented and happy is that soul which 


gains a true view of the cross of Christ. The cross is something 
to live upon. It is the bread of heaven. I feed and [ am nour- 
ished, Eating his flesh, drinking his blood, incorporating him- 


_ Self into my very being, makes him the soul of my soul, the. lite 


of my life. It is thus Jesus becomes the strength of my heart, 


and although weak and unworthy in myself, all T want I find in. 


him. 


“For ever here my rest shall be, 
Close to thy bleeding side.” 
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For the Guide to Christian sieaecicrvne? 


“LET THERE BE LIGHT. ‘ 


God said, Let there be light, and there was light: then did his 
works rejoice, and beautifully did they shine forth, resplendent | 
with the earliest rays of new born ght. There was a voice in 

that perfect radiance which blended harmoniously with the hymn 


of praise, when “ The morning stars sang together, and -all the 


sons of God shouted for joy.” 


Darkness, primeval night, obscured the beauty and concealed 
the perfection of the divine works. .Even so does mental dark- 
ness obscure, yea, even deface the image of God in the human 
soul. Who that has suffered his spirit to be enfolded: in the 


shroud of moral night does not show an almost utter annihilation 


of those beautiful principles implanted by the divine hand— 
those principles which grow and flourish, or wither and dic, in- 
exact proportion to their culture or neglect ? Let us hope that 
there are but few, very few, who call themselves disciples of 
Christ, yet dwell in utter darkness, and have no light; upon 
whose spirits the vivilying rays of the “Sun of righteousness” 

fall as fall the sun’s rays upon the snow-clad hills and ice-bound 
streams of the north. Yet why does the spirit render itself in 
any degree impervious to the light which has come to cheer and 
bless the benighted soul? Why does it cautiously admit but a 


few of those rays which struggle to overleap every barrier, and 


force themselves into every avenue of the immortal mind ?- TEDY: 
but that the spirit of man chooses darkness rather than light? 


Startled at the wide-spread desolation which stands disclosed 
the light of truth, the spirit shrinks from that light, and wraps 
“herself more closely i in the veil of night; and as darkness | increases, 


those spiritual graces, which are e direct sifts from the “Father of 
lights, from whom cometh every good and perfect gift,” wither 
and die. Those plants, which are of his own right hand’s plant- | 
ing, become shorn of their freshness and vordule. affording but 
an empty boast of what they once were, but refusing to acknow- 
ledge what they might be, if warmed into life by the direct and 
constant influence ‘of heavenly light. Happy, thrice happy, 
that soul who, admitting a few of those genial rays, so rejoices in 
their purity “ind warmth, as to remove each barrier and widely 
unfurl its gates, not to admit the evanescent rays of the “ King 
of day,” but to let the “King of glory” in. Then shall her 


light rise in obscurity, and her darkness be as the noonday ; ‘‘ for 
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it: M ary. 
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